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WINDHOEK - The Shack Dwellers Federation of Namibia (SDFN) and the Namibia 
Housing Action Group (NHAG) have called on the Ministry of Lands and 
Resettlement to fast-track the implementation of the Flexible Land Tenure bill. 

The NHAG is a non-governmental organisation (NGO) formed in 1992 to assist low-
income housing groups, and in 1998 the NHAG became the support NGO for the 
SDFN. 

“The process of land allocation in Namibia, especially in the Khomas Region, is very 
slow. As a community, we hope the speedy implementation of the Flexible Land 
Tenure Bill will help the landless in our country. If government can do something 
when it comes to land delivery, it would mean a lot to us,” pleaded Elizabeth 
Amakali, SDFN Khomas Regional Facilitator during the signing of the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) between the Polytechnic of Namibia and the two housing 
groups at Okuryangava. 

The Polytechnic of Namibia has over the past 15 years collaborated with the NHAG 
in surveying informal settlements, land use planning, pro-poor policy development, 
support and advocacy and research on water and land administration. 

The National Council passed the Flexible Land Tenure Bill with amendments based 
on public hearings, conducted by the its Standing Committee on Habitats. 

The Land Tenure Bill was referred to the committee for further scrutiny and 
consultations. 

The committee conducted public hearings in the Oshana, Ohangwena, Oshikoto, 
Erongo, Hardap, Karas and Khomas regions, where people suggested the 
establishment of Land Rights Offices in all the regions and for the Deeds Registry 
Office to be decentralised. 

Before passing the Bill, several Members of the National Council called on local 
authorities to ensure that affordability of land was taken into consideration when 
implementing the Bill. 

The SDFN is a network of low-income people who live in shacks, rented rooms and 
backyards. 

They organise themselves into saving schemes in urban and rural areas to access land 
and finance to secure affordable land and shelter through a community-driven 
approach. 

The SDFN was formed in 1987 with only five groups in Khomas. But now they have 
over 600 groups country-wide. 
About 70 percent of the members are women. 



With 6361 members organised in 138 saving groups in the Khomas Region, they have 
saved N$5.3 million while about 19 556 members country-wide saved N$10,7 
million. 

Amakali thanked the Polytechnic for the MoU, saying it will help them to speed up 
the delivery of land. 

Meanwhile, Professor Tjama Tjivikua, Rector of the Polytechnic, said there are an 
increasing number of people residing in informal settlements with little or no access 
to shelter, sanitation, water and other services. 

Currently it is estimated that there are 135 000 families, consisting of at least 540 000 
individuals, living in more than 230 informal settlements across Namibia. 

“In this way, the Polytechnic has surveyed numerous informal settlements on behalf 
of the NHAG. We have contributed to the development of a policy on the Flexible 
Land Tenure Bill at the recent National Council hearings. For these reasons and due 
to the importance of continuing this cooperation, it was decided to formalise the 
cooperation through the signing of this agreement,” Tjivikua explained. 

Samuel Nuuyoma, the Khomas Regional Governor, gave his blessings and support to 
the agreement, saying the federation has been active in mobilising people throughout 
Namibia to work together to find solutions to problems that inhibit their development. 

He urged members of the federation to encourage others, especially those working at 
mines and fishing factories, to join them in order for them to secure land and build 
affordable, dignified and permanent houses. 
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