restoring urban
ecosystems

What does restoration look like in a

place that was never planned to exist?

In many of the cities we work in, informal settlements sit at the frontline of climate
change. Flooding follows blocked drainage. Waste accumulates where services don’t
reach. Rivers become dumping sites, their flow restricted and polluted. Green space
disappears long before anyone calls it a crisis.

For a long time, solutions have come from the outside -designed elsewhere,
implemented briefly, and rarely sustained.

But something different is happening.

SDI Affiliates, through the Restoration of Environmental Degradation in Africa and Asia -
supported programme, slum communities across Zambia, Malawi, and Zimbabwe are
organising, mapping their environments, documenting degradation, and testing their own

responses.

They are not just participating in projects. They are defining them.

Turn over to see how this works in practice.
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how it works 73%2

Communities generate their own evidence
Community members co-create restoration research frameworks and are trained in
ecosystem restoration research and document degradation.

Communities decide what works
Through the "What Works Forums", residents come together to reflect, learn and
negotiate with local government and other partners on their priority areas of restoration.

Communities access and manage funding
Through the Eco-Steward Grants, small grants support 60 community-led restoration
projects, defined and implemented by communities local communities

What this is building

e Access to climate finance by communities
Locally led data systems
Community-driven decision-making
Practical restoration solutions

Stronger engagement with government

Bottom line
Restoration does not start with projects.
Change begins where knowledge already lives - in communities.

Join the movement that puts the communities

at the centre of restoration.

REVERSING ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION

REDAA

IN AFRICA AND ASIA

Reversing Environmental Degradation in Africa and Asia (REDAA) is a programme that supports
locally led research and action for nature restoration and climate resilience in Africa and Asia. Itis
funded by UK International Development from the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office
and managed by IIED. For more information, visit www.redaa.org.
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